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INTRODUCTION

One of the main concerns of the public sector in the 1970 's has been that

of citizens participation in government. The primary channel through which

most citizens make their voices heard is through exercising their right to vote.

By exercising the right to vote citizens can contribute their input to decisions

on how money will be spent, through referenda, and on who will represent them

in a given office, in general elections.

The purpose of this study was to analyze the available data on voter

registration and to pinpoint the areas within North Carolina where disparities

in voter registration exist between Whites and Non-whites. The potential uses

of this study are many, however, it is the objective of the North Carolina

Human Relations Council through studies such as this, to encourage efforts to

increase voter registration and thus, increase citizen participation by all

of the citizens in North Carolina.

A better state of human relations exists when citizens have fair and equal

opportunity to contribute toward decisions that affect or impact on their daily

lives. It is the desire of the council that this study be used to motivate and

impress upon each citizen their responsibility in contributing toward the overall

betterment of their community and their state.
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How To Interpret This Study

In order to encourage the effective use and understanding of this study,

an interpretation of what this study indicates for an example county, Hoke

County, has been included.

From Table 5 - Population*, it can be seen that on July 1, 1978 Hoke County

had an estimated total population of 19,834 — 8,968 White (45% of the total) and

10,866 Non-white (55% of the total). When discussing potential voter population,

however, it is necessary to focus on the voting age population, or those

individuals 18 years and older. Through calculations (see Methodology, P. 26)

it can be determined that the total voting age population of Hoke County as of

July 1, 1978 was 12,879 — 6,368 White (49% of the total) and 6,511 Non-white

(51% of the total). This is shown in Table 4. This indicates the total number

of people who could register to vote if they desired. Next, one can examine

actual voter registration figures in Table 3. Hoke County had 6,001 registered

voters on April 3, 1978 — 3,313 White (55% of the total) and 2,688 Non-white

(45% of the total) .

Working with these figures further, one can derive the percentage of

individuals who have registered to vote out of the number who could have

registered (voting population). For Hoke County these calculations would

look like this:

White registered voters 3 ,313 _ „„
Voting age Whites 6,368

Non-white registerd voters 2,688 _ /-,»

Voting age Non-whites 6,511

The population figures used in this study are projections rather than counts.
Tliey are arrived at by extrapolating estimates for July 1, 1975 to July 1, 1978,
then disaggregating for age, race, and sex detail. There is uncertainty of

voting age population which should be taken into account when drawing conclusions
from this study.

- 2 -



These figures (shown in Table 1 for all of the 100 counties in North Carolina),

indicate that 52% of the White voters who could register to vote have registered

and that 41% of the Non-white voters who could register to vote have registered.

A smaller percentage of Non-white voters (11 percentage point disparity) have

registered to vote than White voters. Another interesting indication is that

voter registration percentages of both White and Non-white voters are lower

than the average for the State. These figures indicate a lag in total voter

registration in Hoke County and an even greater lag in Non-white voter

registration.

It is impossible to determine the accuracy of Voter Registration statistics

which are issued by the State Board of Elections. Individual counties purge

their rolls of deceased and non-resident voters at different periods, and this

would have an affect on the numbers that they report to the State Board of

Elections.

Due to the uncertainty inherent in the data, caution should be used in

drawing or stating conclusions from this study. The results may suggest areas

that warrant further study; they should not, however, be used as the sole basis

for decision-making.

- 3 -
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METHODOLOGY

In order to calculate Voting Age Population, North Carolina Population

Project lo_n_s (1978) published by the Division of State Budget and Management,

which has projections on July 1, 1978 population by age, race, and sex, was

relied upon.

To get "Voting Age Population", the percentages of individuals who were

under voting age in the county were added (in this example Alamance County)

in order to subtract this percentage from 100%. However, within the 15-19

year category, only individuals who were 18 or 19 years old were included;

these would be of voting age. To derive this, examine the age breakdown

for the State as a whole for 1978. The 15-17 year olds constituted 58.8%

of the total individuals in the 15-19 year category. (See inset)

MORTH CAROLfNA SINGLE YEAR OF AGE
ESTIMATES AMD PROJECTIONS

April 1 July 1 July 1 July 1

Age 1970* 1976 1977 1978

90,504 81,205 85,719 86,743

1 87,774 81,486 81,361 83,792

2 84,690 84,794 81,643 79,533

3 85.718 86,085 84,958 79,808
4 88,809 89,179 86,250 83,048

5 94,824 95,774 89,213 86,070

6 99,235 86,576 95,929 89,166
7 100,111 87,814 85,722 95,877

8 100,688 87,814 87,609 84,683

9 100.469 87,814 88,115 87,215

10 107,265 90,150 90,342 91,877

11 101,550 92,620 92,772 91,526
' 12 103,657 102,499 94,710 93,872

13 103,668 101 ,264 _ 105,774 95,220
14 105,199 103,733 104,150 107,327

c„a n^ 103,536 96,983 110,596 /
"^ rT09,903

ISSt-l 16 101,753 109,417 101,480 \ < 113,250

\ Li7 101,482 102,621 115,551 J U 02,674

1
'^ 107,468 105,319 108,210 ^ 118,007

L 19 105,820 118,616 111,153 'V^_ 110,339

Then apply the 58.8% percentage figure to the 15-19 year category in each

column to get the percentage of individuals in the category who were not of

voting age. I'or example, in the Alamance County example, (see inset) this

was the procedure: 6.34 + 6.99 + 7.77 + (8.60 x .588) = 26.1568
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METHODOLOGY con '

t

ALAMANCE

ESTIMATED POPULATION, JULY 1, 1978. BY AGE, RACE, ANO SEX

WHITE NONWHITE
acE TOTAL

(

TOTAL »iALE FEMALE TOTAL HALE FEMALE

TOTAL 100470 82?07 39227 42980 18263 8592 9671

0-4 6796 5216 2566 2650 15 80 791 789
5-9 7468 5745 2907 2838 1723 853 870

10-14 8255 6391 3203 3188 1864 917 947
15-19 8974 7071 3596 347 5 1903 923 980
.20-2 4 8585 6914 3419 349 5 1671 759 912
25-29 8188 6733 3374 3359 1455 663 • 792
30-34 7277 6007 2991 3016 1270 564 706
35-39 5875 4828 2349 • 2479 1047 507 540
40-44 5497 4578 2201 2377 919 422 497
45-49 5767 4902 2349 2553 865 380 485
50-54 6104 5248 2484 2764 856 400 456
55-59 5901 5058 2331 2727 8 43 379 464
60-64 5106 4342 1941 2401 764 358 406
65-69 4083 3496 1477 2019 587 269 318
70-74 3017 2592 1016 1576 425 199 226
75-79 1814 1581 556 1025 233 98 135
80-84 1026 891 290 601 135 61 74
85CUP 737 614 177 437 123 49 74

0-4
5-9

10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39
40-44
45-49
50-54
55-59
60-64
65-69
70-74
75-79
80-84
85&UP

8.22
^«^''

8.93 *^
8.54
8.15
7.24
5.85
5.47

74
08
87
08

4.06
3.00
1.91
1.02
0.73

PEBCENT OF COLUMN TOTAL

6.54
7.41
8.17
9.17
8.72
8.60
7.62
5.9°
5.61
5.99
6.33
5.94
4.95
3.77
2.59
1.42
0.74
0.45

8.13
7.82
7.02
5.77
5.53
5.94
6.43
6.34
5.59
4.70
3.67
2.38
1.40
1.02

8.65 9.21 8.16
9.43 9.93 9.00
0.21 10.67 9. 79

0.42 10.74 10.13
9.ir 8.83 9.43
7.97 7.72 8. 19
6.95 6.56 7.30
5.73

'

5.90 5,58
5.03 4.91 5. 14
4.74 •oTiA/64.42 5.01
4.69 }fiO£ 4.66 4.72
4.62 4.41 4.80
4.18 4.17 4.20
3.21 3.1? 3.29
2.33 2.32 2.34
1.28 1.14 1.40
0.-'4/ 0.71 0.77
0.67 0.57 0.77

This was converted to a negative number and subtracted from 100. to get the

percentage of individuals who were of voting age.

100. - 26.1568 = 73.8432% -.

This percentage of voting age Whites was then multiplied by the total number of

Whites (82,207) to get the total number of voting age Whites.

.738432 X 82207 = 60,704 Voting Age Whites

This process was repeated for the Non-whites

8.65 + 9.43 + 10.21 = (.588 x 10.42) = 34.41696

100. - 34.41696 = 65.58304% I

'
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METHODOLOGY con't.

.655834 X 18,263 = 11,977 Non-whites of voting age.

To ^et the total number of individuals of voting age, the totals for Whites

and Non-whites were added

.

11,977 + 60,704 = 72,681 Total individuals of voting age.

In order to take into account the populations of varying ages in various

counties, this process was repeated for each of the 100 counties. The

results of this process can be seen in Table 3.
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION

1. Registration Statistics Part: II -(Racial and Miscellaneous Designations)

As of April 3, 1978, State Board of Elections. (This source provided the

statistics on registered voters in Table 3

.

)

2. North Carolina Population Projections - Division of State Budget and

Management, Department of Administration 1978. (This source provided

the statistics on population (Table 5 ) and from these the statistics

on voting age population (Table 4) were derived.)

3. Profile of North Carolina Counties - Division of State Budget and

Management, Department of Administration 1977. (This source provided

the map used for the illustrations.)

4. National Roster of Black Elected Officials 1977 - Joint Center for

Political Studies, Washington, D.C. (This source provided information

on Black elected officials in North Carolina, as seen in Tables 1 and 2^.

5. Source of Tables 6 and 7 (pages 17-18)

Using Alamance County as an example, the State Board of Elections figures

in Table 3 indicate 4,808 Non-white registered voters. Subtracting 4,808

from the estimated Non-white voting age population (Table 4 ) of 11,977

yields a figure of 7,169 — as seen in Table 6.

Figures listed in Tables 6 and 7 were arrived at in similar fashion.

29






